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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments see Remarks, filed 18 September 2006, with respect to claims 1 
and 10 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejections of claims 1-20 have been 
withdrawn. 

Reasons for Allowance 

Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: claims 1 and 10 have 
been amended to include the limitations of the seal member formed of relatively stiff material 
lacking suppleness in the thickness direction. The closest prior art of record discloses the 
following: 

US Patent 6,780,172 issued to Olsen et al: teaches a collecting bag comprising a bag 
member formed by first and second film blanks with joined edges, wherein the first film blank 
further comprises a nonwoven material layer joined with edges of second film blank; and 
including a foldable discharge opening comprising first and second resilient seal members 
attached to first and second blanks; said seal members comprising resiliently compressible seal 
plates made from a resilient foam material having compressibility in the thickness direction 
thereby forming a contact surface on each film blank, such that the folding of the nonwoven and 
film material layers comprising the discharge opening causes compression of the resilient foam 
material comprising the seal plate such that the compression of the foam material, assisted by the 
material of the nonwoven and film sheets, thereby forms a sealed closure of the discharge 
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opening due to the compressibility of the foam in combination with the squeezing effect exerted 
by the tension of the nonwoven and film materials comprising the blanks. Olsen ' 172 thus 
teaches nonwoven/film material sheets having compressible foam sealing members but does not 
teach the bag consisting of film material and does not teach the sealing members formed of plate 
members being formed from a relatively stiff material, said material lacking in suppleness in the 
thickness direction such that in use, when folding the discharge portion the distal edge of the first 
plate member acts as a pivot and a stretching effect is created on the second film blank to 
effectively seal the discharge opening with substantially no deformation of the plate members in 
the thickness direction. 

US Patent 6,589,221 issued to Olsen et al: teaches a collecting bag comprising a bag 
member formed by first and second film blanks with joined edges, wherein the first film blank 
further comprises a nonwoven material layer joined with edges of second film blank; and 
including a foldable discharge opening comprising first and second resilient seal members 
attached to first and second blanks including a resiliently compressible seal plate made from a 
resilient foam material having compressibility in the thickness direction forming a contact 
surface on each film blank, such that the folding of the nonwoven and film material layers 
comprising the discharge opening causes compression of the resilient foam material thereby 
forming an effectively sealed closure of the discharge opening due to the compressibility of the 
foam in combination with the squeezing effect exerted by the nonwoven and film materials 
comprising the blanks. Olsen '221 thus teaches compressible foam sealing members and 
nonwoven/film sheet materials but does not teach the sealing members formed of plate members 
being formed from a relatively stiff material, said material lacking in suppleness in the thickness 
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direction such that in use, when folding the discharge portion the distal edge of the first plate 
member acts as a pivot and a stretching effect is created on the second film blank to effectively 
seal the discharge opening with substantially no deformation of the plate members in the 
thickness direction. 

Per independent claims 1 and 10: independent claims 1 and 10 include limitations 
relating to a collection bag for human body wastes, the bag comprising film blanks of flexible 
film material and having a wide discharge portion, the discharge portion comprising a first plate 
member positioned on the first film blank on the distal edge and a second plate member 
positioned on an extension of the second film blank along the discharge opening, each plate 
member having a height defined in the longitudinal direction of the discharge portion between 
respective proximal and distal edges of the plate member, a width defined in a direction 
transverse to the longitudinal direction, and a thickness, each plate member being formed from a 
relatively stiff material lacking in suppleness in a thickness direction, and a distance between the 
distal edge of the first plate member and the proximal edge of the second plate member being 
smaller than the thickness of the first plate member such that the combination of the plate 
members formed of relatively stiff material and the positions of the plate members with a small 
distance between the members attached to the film material of the blanks, such that in use, the 
folding of the discharge portion causes the distal edge of the first plate member to act as a pivot, 
which, due to the thickness of the first plate member in combination with the small distance 
between this distal edge and the proximal edge of the first plate member, gives rise to tensional 
forces in the second film blank and the elasticity of the material of the film blank provides a 
sealing force thereby securing an effective seal of the discharge opening with substantially no 
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deformation of the plate members in the thickness direction, thereby allowing the bag to utilize 
wider discharge openings in order to facilitate emptying and cleaning the bag of body wastes and 
providing a cleaner more sanitary ostomy bag. 

While the prior art of record. discloses ostomy bags comprising foam sealing members 
and nonwoven/film materials, none disclose or fairly suggest the bag having sealing members 
comprising plates formed of stiff material lacking suppleness in the thickness direction providing 
a pivot due to the thickness of the first plate member in combination with the elasticity of the 
film material providing tensional forces in combination with the small distances between the 
edges of the relatively stiff sealing plates to provide a sealing force thereby securing a closure of 
the discharge opening of the ostomy bag. These features render the claimed invention non- 
obvious over the prior art of record. Claims 2-9 and 1 1-20 are allowable as being dependent 
from independent claims 1 and 10. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ginger T. Chapman whose telephone number is (571) 272-4934. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on (571) 272-1 115. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ginger Chapman 
Examiner, Art Unit 3761 
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